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Procedures for design applications to be registered in Japan under the Hague Agreement  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Points to be Noted  

- If an international registration contains multiple designs, the designs will be examined separately in Japan. It is not neces-
sary to file divisional applications.  

- Applicants must be represented by Japanese attorneys in procedures before the JPO. 

- Claims of priority are only available at the International Application.  Priority Documents are required to be submitted to 
the JPO within three months from International Publication.  

- Request for the exception to loss of novelty is available either at the International Application or at the JPO.  Certificates 
to be subject to the exception are required to be submitted to the JPO within thirty days from International Publication.  

- Voluntary amendments are available at any time during applications that are pending at the JPO.  

- If withdrawal or rejection is determined, request for refund of individual designation fee, equivalent to registration fee, is 
available. A request for refund of individual designation fee must be submitted to the JPO within six months from deter-mination of withdrawal or rejection.  


